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I'VE HEARD A LOT 
OF PRAYERS ON 
THE BATTLEFIELD. 


y 


SOMETIMES THEY'RE WHISPERED. 
SOMETIMES THEY'RE SCREAMED AT THE SKY. 


WHY ARE THEY 
JUST STANDING ] 
\ THERE? 4 


I'VE HEARD PRAYERS FOR f THEY'RE 
VICTORY. FOR PROVIDENCE. TRYING TO 
PRAYERS FOR FORGIVENESS, INTIMIDATE US. 


SHOW US THEIR 


GOD, 
I WISH T 
STILL HAD 
MY HAIR. 


EVERYONE 
GET READY! 
THE BATMAN WHO 
LAUGHS’ DARK 
ARMIES... THEY'RE 
AMASSING! 


seo LET'S 
SHOW THEM 
OURS. 


UH BATS, 
YOU DO SEE THERE 
ARE WAY MORE OF 
THEM, RIGHT? 


: CLARK, THE ! = THINKING THE 
ONE WHO LAUGHS ; SAME THING. MANY 
DIDN'T HAVE MUCH TIME TO A «| OF THOSE EARTHS 
MAKE THESE WORLDS BEFORE \ : COULD BE EMPTY. 
WE DESTABILIZED THE EARTH AND he) THIS MIGHT BE HIS 

CUT OFF HIS POWER TO CREATE. P WHOLE ARMY. 


THEN 


WE LEAVE ih USE 
EVERYTHING i, EVERY TRICK IN 
ON THE tt OUR BELTS AND 
FIELD. = UP OUR SLEEVES 
[ | | UNTIL THERE’S 
NOTHING 
LEFT. 


LANGUAGE, 
KIDDO, : 
LANGUAGE! J 


ONE KIND OF PRAYER z= Poe eae a as 
GLUIDE MY FEET. 
YER UNCLE ROCK HEARS ned OR DIRECTION. ; D, 
ALOT 1S THe PLEA FOR oe ror 20 OUT THERE, LOR , MY HANDS... 
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-.--GUIDE MY 
HEART LEST I 
LOSE MY WAY. 


THE FORGE 
SHOULD BE JUST 
AHEAD! 


I DON'T 
GET IT. THIS 
PLACE IS MADE OF 
DARK MATTER, 
AIN'T IT? 


SO WHERE 
ARE ALL THE 
WORLD'S HOPES 
AND FEARS AND 
FRAGGIN' MUSHY 
STUFF? 


I DON'T 
KNOW. MAYBE 
WITH THE UNIVERSE 
AT WAR, THERE'S LITTLE 
ROOM FOR ANYTHING 
BEYOND THE 
FIGHT. 


IN A WAY, 
THAT'S EVEN 
SPOOKIER. 


IF THERE /S ONE 
FEAR DOWN HERE... 
SOMETHING EVERYONE 
IS AFRAID OF RIGHT 
NOW, I'D IMAGINE 


HOLD IT. 
DID YOU HEAR 
SOMETHIN’? 


N\ \ Ny) J} 
Wir 


BASTICHES 
EVERYWHERE! 


z >i 
é 4 
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HIM TAKING 
FORM... 


.* LAST TERROR IN 5 


“HE'S THE 


J you're crtring NIC. = 7 
EXISTENCE!” TIRED, MY QUEEN, \ ar fae 
T CAN ZENZE IT. a : 


D 
gl | ALL THE REMAINING 


CRIFIZ ENERGY 
WAS REVIRECTEV 
10 ME. 


, - 


P= 


Wits 


. © ~°+Se MayBe so.,.euT 
; a YOUR STRENGTH IS |= 
Z LIMITED AS WELL. | 
j PERHAPS WE CAN 
? : REACH SOME KIND ¢ 
ee OF DEAL? 
sg 
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e SURE. HOW 

ABOVT T KILL YOU. AND 
TAKE THE LAST OF YOUR 
POWER? SOUND GOO? 


YOU WILL {> see. a \ r 
mn OS © ek Marre A 
GODVESS. / Xe. ‘ AM THE ONLY THING 
: : 3 PROTECTING THIS 
MULTIVERSE FROM 
DETECTION BY 
MY KIND! 


oe 


I DIE.. 

AND THE HANDS 
WILL COME HERE, SEE 
WHAT'S BEEN DONE, 
AND THEY WILL 
END US ALL/ 


ONCE IN A WHILE, I HEAR DARK 
PRAYERS--A SOLDIER RENOUNCING HIS 
OR HER GOD, CURSING THEM TO HELL. 


BUT THOSE 
ARE RARE. FAR MORE 
OFTEN, I HEAR PRAYERS 
OF SELFLESSNESS. 
PRAYERS FOR OTHERS. 


sate 


I'VE EVEN HEARD | — YOU OKAY, 
SOLDIERS PRAY FOR ”, \ soLcomon? J 
THEIR OWN ENEMIES. ee 


FIGHTING! 


WE CAN WIN J” 


THIS! 


HE'S RIGHT! 
WE'RE MAKING 
HEADWAY! 


PRAYERS FOR THE 
DYING AND DEAD. 


KILL YOU 
ON MONDAY 
AND TUESDAY 


THE MACHINE IN 
THAT BOOK... 


«CONNECT 

TO EVERYONE 
SO YOU CAN JUICE 

ND iT 


JJ- 


wee Ce \ 
Wr yo ( th, \ uP AND BEA 
A ih . (on (| Ress 
[I jf - . . 


4, 
Yj 


LEAVING YOU 
HERE TO 
DIE! 


UNH! THE 
MAIN MAN KNEW 

THIS WAS A ONE-WAY 

RIDE, HOSS. LOOK, I'VE 
BEEN A BOUNTY HUNTER A 

LONG TIME. AND AIN'T 
NO BETTER BOUNTY TO 
GO OUT ON THAN You 

KICKING THAT Guy's 


SKINNY ASS. JUST GET THE 


BOOK WHERE 
IT NEEDS TO 
BE. MAKE IT 


TKN 
aN 


X 


WAIT! THE 
JOURNAL! J 


THEFORGE OF IWORLDS: 


DARKSEID? 


THE FORGE 
DIMS BY THE MOMENT. 
THE CREATIONS OF THE ONE 
WHO LAUGHS HAVE NO REAL 
SOULS. THEY HAVE NO HOPES, 
NO FEARS. THEY THINK ONLY 
OF WINNING. IN MOMENTS, 
WHEN YOUR FRIENDS 
DIE, THE FIRES WILL 
GO DARK. 


NONONO. 


THE 
JOURNAL. 


IT 

WOULD HAVE 
MADE LITTLE 
DIFFERENCE. 


MOBIUS, IT 
IS ALMOST 
OVER. 


SOON 
IT WILL BE 
TIME FOR 

SLEEP. 


NO... 
THERE HAS 
TO BE A WAY 


TO WIN! 


“IT'S DONE, 
MY QUEEN...” 


YOUR FOWER 19 NEARLY GONE. THEY'RE PARTS OF 
BUT JUST FOR FUN, T'VE SAVED ff THE FPOURCE WALL, 
ONE LAST SURPRISE FOR YOU. THE STRUCTURE THE 
THESE FRAGMENTS...7O YOU HANDS \NPRIFONED 
RECOGNIZE THEM? YOU INSIDE OF 
FOR EONS. 


— . ? / ’ BEINGS LIKE YoU, vou 
NO! ALL I SEE HUMANITY, ZEE OUR DARK @ 

WANTEV WAS 4 , INFTINCTS...AND YOU TRY 
10 SAVE UF. 


BUT THE 
MISTAKE ALL OF 
YOU MAKE 19 THINKING 
THAT WE WANT TO BE 
SAVEV, RATHER THAN 
UNLEAFHED. 


JP + KNOW WHAT 
YOU WANTED. BUT 
ALL YoU Gops, you 
FAIL TO UNDERSTAN? 
Us AT OUR MOST 
FUNDAMENTAL 


& 
THE BIG SECRET, THE TRUTH, 
19 THAT IN THE END IT'S you 
GODS WHO WANT To BE 
SAVED FROM UF. 
40 DIE 
KNOWING THIS: 


WE LOOK AT YOU, 
ALL YOU WHO BEG 
TO OUR BETTER 
ANGEL... 


SBOMETHING'S 
~BAPPENING!” 


* ROCH'S PRAYER 


LOOK A \ SHE'S 
THEM ALL ) HT! WE'VE 
RUNNING! y BEATEN THEM 
\ BACK FOR 


HA! THAT'S RIGHT, } 
YOU BETTER 


I DUMP, ¢ 
) BUT IT’S OoR | 
\ DUMP! me 


SOMETHING 
DOESN'T FEEL 
RIGHT. A - ~ 
/ / MAYBE WE 
YOU ARE 4 JUST FORGOT 
MISSING YOUR 2p HOW IT FEELS 
TO WIN? 


I FEEL IT TOO. THE 
ONE WHO LAUGHS. 
é HE'S COMING. 


me 
ALREADY 
HERE. 


CLARK, I 
JUST WANT 
YOU TO KNOW 
THAT OUR 
FRIENDSHIP... 


ANY IN THE 
TIME IT TOOK you 
CHEER, I REALIGNED 
THE EARTH, FINIGHED 
CREATING ALL MY 
PLANETS, ALL MY 


ARMIES. HERE ARE MY 


FAVORITE ZOLDIERS 
THOUGH, THE ONES T’'VE 
BEEN SAVING FOR YOUR 
LAST MOMENTS. 40 SAY 
HELLO TO YOUR DARKEST 
NIGHTMARES, BEFORE 

THEY KILL YOU. 


EVERYONE. 


THIS IS IT. GATHER \ 
WITH YOUR FAMILIES. ¥~ 


FIGHT ALONGSIDE 
THEM. WE GO OUT 
TOGETHER 


Cll 


“THIS. CAN'T BE IT. I 
WON'T LET IT BE!” 


ry 


ALL MATTER 
COMES FROM THE 
FORGE, ITS METAL 

IS CONNECTED 

TO Us. 


IF I'D BUILT 
THE MACHINE LUTHOR 


DESIGNED, THE MACHINE 
TO MAKE EVERYONE 
REMEMBER ALL HISTORY, 
I COULD HAVE UNITED 
US ALL AND DRAWN 
ANTI-CRISIS ENERGY a 
INTO MYSELF. . 


NO. NO, IT'S ONLY WHEN WE FEAR 
YOU'RE THE TRUTH THAT EVIL RISES. 
WRONG. TO KNOW THAT ALL HISTORY AND 
EVERY HUMAN LIFE IS PART OF 
ONE STORY...I6 TO KNOW THAT WE 
ALL MATTER. THAT EVERYTHING 
WE DO MATTERS. THAT TRUTH 
CONNECTS US, BECAUSE IT IS 
LOVE, AND IT B/NDS 
US TOGETHER... 


"A MACHINE 
THAT FORCES 

US TO SEE THE 
TRUTH.” 


“BINDS”? 


>> 


y I'D HAVE A 
CHANCE OF FIGHTING 
THE ONE WHO LAUGHS. 


BUT I DIDN'T LOOK AT 
THE DESIGN. I... 
DON'T KNOW WHAT 

TO BUILD. 


COME NOW, 

DIANA. HUMANKIND 
DOES NOT WANT THE 
TRUTH. THAT IT IS TINY, 
THAT ONE LIFE MATTERS 
NOT AT ALL IN THE 
SCOPE OF THINGS? ALL 
EVIL SPRINGS 
FROM IT. 


— 
“ALE RIGHT, My 
EVERYONE. eee 
THIS IS IT. 


“ONE PLANET.” 
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mi \ 
Cai 


Lols, THANK You 
FOR THIS LIFE. FOR HEH. 
OUR SON. FOR BEING JUST KIDDING, 


MY TRUE HOME \ , LISTEN, 
PLANET. aa — WE'VE PICKED 


o | l THE WRONG TEAM 
THANK | AT TIMES, BUT WE'RE 


YOU, CLARK. SORRY. AND WE'RE 
FOR BEING THE | __ \_ HERE NOW TO FIGHT 
BEST LEDE A os . : \ WITH YOU. ONE 
GIRL COULD pS | GE \ UNIVERSE. 
ASK FOR. \ . Py eo 


4. ? 
DY x {" 
y 5 om 
wy 
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“I...I CAN FEEL IT. 
ALL OUR HISTORY... 


“,..ALL THE 
STORIES... 


e SS" "EVERYTHING WE'VE DONE, 
5 PTS) GOOD, BAD, ALL OF IT... 


Mj “2ECOMING ONE faery 
eee ite — ay 


1... 
TRUTH. CAN FEEL IT 
WORKING! 


I SOMETIMES PRAY 


MYSELF. HELL, I ADMIT /T. 
IN THOSE MOMENTS WHEN 


/T'S LOOKING GRIM. 


THE SAD TRUTH /: 
GOD NEVER ANSWE: 


BUT ON THAT DAY, ON THAT 


LAST SCORCHED BATTLEFIELD, \imp 


70 ALL OF OUR SURPRISE... 


SS a a i 
WHAT DO I PRAY FOR? ME, I ‘ 
PRAY FOR THE THING THAT Z Hay 
THINK EVERYONE /S PRAYING Wig 

FOR DEEP DOWN. | mnt 


iL i ‘Za 


ia 4 p oa 
A) 7 Ray FOR THE FIGHT 
) 70 MEAN SOMETHING. | 


EVEN /F WE LOSE, ‘ 
EVEN /F WE DON’T W 
GET TO SEE IT. 


Link 
REMEMBER 


ONE WHO 
LAUGHS! YOU 
WANT TO FIGHT 

SOMEONE... 
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/ a 
| (DO) 
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INTERVIEW WITH CARTOGRAPHER 


The Metalverse is a dangerous place—you’ll need help if you're going to 
make it out alive. Thankfully, fantasy and gaming artist and cartographer 
Jared Blando used his talents to illustrate the official map of the Metalverse, 
detailing the world remade in the image of the Batman Who Laughs. 


eT) NATION} 


DARK MIGHNS, | 


Ay etre 


BACKSTAGE 
PASS 
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What appealed to me most was contributing to the DC Universe in my own way! | thought the idea 
of a fantasy map penned by Lex Luthor’s hand (or at least from his perspective) was a really unique 
and fun idea. A postapocalyptic, fantastical map depicting the twisted world of the Batman Who 
Laughs sounded like a project | could really run with. 


The process went through a few stages and evolved the more | worked on if. At first, | was under the impression that if was strictly a “pen and ink 


on parchment’-looking piece due to the style samples the art director sent. As the sketch evolved, so too did the color palette, and | went with a pen 
and red ink style with watercolor washes. So still muted, but with blasts of color. 


My favorite parts of the map are Aquaman’s red throne and his fleet of sea creatures, or the Batman Who Laughs’ ominous perch atop Gotham City. 


| really like working with comic book art directors. They know what they want, but they allow me to take the ball and run with it. They show a lot of 


trust and respect my design input. Having more freedom on a project allows me to inject more of my creative thought into it, and DC has been great 
about that. 
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sit 5.COM/METAL TO VIEW AN INTERACTIVE MAP 
AWHERE VOU CAN LEARN HOW THE BATMAN WHO LAUGHS RESHAPED THE WORLD! 
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